M. Vonsen Dtes 


As THIs IssuE of the News Letter goes to press word has been received of the 
death on June 16 of Mr. M. Vonsen of Petaluma. Mr. Vonsen was a Fellow of 
the Academy and its Honorary Curator of Minerals. 

Members of the Academy will remember seeing his portrait in the News 
Letter (January, 1954) with an announcement of the opening of the Vonsen 
Mineral Collection here. His entire collection, of which the public exhibit in the 
Hall of Sciences is only a part, has been donated to the Academy. Mr. Vonsen 
had been a member of the Academy since 1931. 


(GUGGENHEIM FELLow Stupres Mattows HERE 


Dr. AnTonto Krapovickas, South America’s foremost student of the Mallow 
Family, is working in the Department of Botany this summer as a Guggenheim 
Fellow. Working with him is Dr. Thomas H. Kearney, Honorary Curator of 
the Department, who is also a specialist in this family. 

Dr. Krapovickas came here from Buenos Aires. 


Wormser PAINTINGs ON EXHIBIT 

On ExuiBiT now in North American Hall is a selection of water-color paintings 
of wild flowers by Mrs. Paul Wormser of San Francisco. The exhibit is especially 
appropriate at this time because all of the paintings are of flowers growing in 
the high Sierran country, the kind you will see this summer if you visit the 
Lake Tahoe region or the country above Yosemite Valley. Mrs. Wormser painted 
them from nature in the vicinity of Fallen Leaf Lake, where she maintains a 
summer home. 

Mrs. Wormser 1s related to Mr. L. N. Klauber, a longtime friend of the 
Academy and a leading California herpetologist. Mr. Klauber is a member of 
the board of directors of the Zodlogical Society of San Diego. 


ATTENDs Parts CoNGREss 
Tue Acapemy is being represented by Miss Elizabeth McClintock, assistant 
curator of botany, at the Eighth International Botanical Congress being held in 
Paris this month. 

Miss McClintock, who left for Europe on May 18, reports she has worked 
at the Royal Botanic Garden, Kew; at the British Museum in London, and at 
the Royal Botanic Garden in Edinburgh. At this writing, she is probably enjoying 
the sun in Algeria. She will be in Paris from June 30 to July 14 and hopes to 
study material at the Natural History Museum between sessions of the congress. 


New MEmpeErs 
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERs were elected by the Council at its meeting of June 


15,1954: 


REGULAR MEMBERSHIP FaMiILy MEMBERSHIP 


Miss Sylvia Koontz Mr. Albert G. Wilhelm 
Mr. Lawrence Naritom1 STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 
Miss Breen Ratterman Ellen Neeley 


Berry Solloway 
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July Announcement 


THE REGULAR JULY MEETING will be held at 8:15 p.m., Wednesday, July 14, in 
the Morrison Auditorium, California Academy of Sciences. Dr. Edward S. Ross, 
curator, Department of Entomology, will give an illustrated lecture: 


“Insects CLosE Up” 


His ttle is a direct steal from his recent book, but he says he wants to use it 
again, plagiarism or no, because it so aptly describes his talk. Dr. Ross will use 
some of the Kodachrome slides of insects, for which he is becoming noted, to 
“bring the perspective of the audience down to leaf level.” This leaf or ground 
level view as seen through the lens of his camera is truly an amazing one. 
It’s a harsh world where legions of insects struggle for survival with birds and 
animals, with man, the elements, and most of all with hordes of other insects, 
some of them large and fearsome by comparison, looking like monsters out of 
the past. It’s also a world bursting with color, as you will see. 

As noted here last month, the book /nsects Close Up continues to attract 
attention. In a recent issue of the British publication The Entomologist a reviewer 
commented: “Perhaps the finest insect photographs ever to have been taken, 
and most certainly the best printed, are to be found in this new work.” 

Dr. Ross will be lecturing on the eve of his departure for the Amazonian 
forests of eastern Peru. Those torests are home, he tells us, to some of the 
strangest, and to Dr. Ross “the most wonderful” insects in the world. But that’s 
what he said about the insects whose pictures you are going to see. 


STUDENT Group Visits Inyo County 


A sIX-MAN PARTY from the Student Section returned on June 20 from Inyo 
County, where they spent eight days studying the Deep Springs toad, Bufo 8. 
exsul, and its habitat. The group included three members of the Student Section, 
Peter Raven, John O’Rourk, and Daniel Cooney; supervisor of the Section, 
Frederick W. Schuierer; and two guests, Richard Safholm and Russell Archard, 
both graduate students from San Francisco State College. 

According to Schuierer, Bufo 6b. exsul is almost aquatic in habits and is 
found only in Deep Springs Valley in a limited area of some four square miles. 
Several live specimens were brought back to Steinhart Aquarium, and a number 
of reptiles, insects, plants, and mammals were collected by the group. 
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War OF Oxvracrory NERVES 


DurING A RECENT EXPEDITION to San Felipe on the Gulf of California, Mr. 
W. I. Follett, curator of ichthyology, encountered the early remains of a huge 
“totuava,’ or Mexican seabass. Intense solar radiation and legions of maggots 
had removed most of its flesh. From a curatorial viewpoint, the tangible residue 
constituted a “roughed-out skeleton.” [t was promptly manipulated into a large 
carton and hoisted atop the ichthyological station wagon, after which the 
vehicle’s progress could be traced by pained expressions on faces far to leeward. 

At the United States border, a distraught official tugged gingerly at one of 
the flaps of the carton and assured himself that the corpse within was not that 
of Homo sapiens. 

In San Francisco again, the curator beamed, “They treated us just fine at the 
border. We were stopped for less than a minute.” 


(Our nose for news led us to this story.) 


Dr. Kearney NAamMep Honorary CURATOR 


Dr. THomas H. Kearney, research associate in botany, was designated Honorary 
Curator of the Department of Botany at the last meeting of the Council. At the 
same time Robert P. Dempster, aquatic biologist, was promoted to associate 
curator of aquatic biology, and Donald A. Simpson, junior aquatic biologist, 
was promoted to aquatic biologist. 


ScIENCE MEETINGS 


Dr. Rosert C. Mitver, director of the Academy, attended the June 21-26 
meeting of the Pacific Division of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science. The conference was held in Pullman, Washington. Dr. Miller, 
who is secretary of the Pacific Division, read a paper on bird voices. Dr. Earl S. 
Herald, curator of aquatic biology, and Robert P. Dempster, associate curator, 
also presented papers at the meeting. 

Three of the Academy’s representatives to the Western Museums Conference, 
held in May at Santa Barbara, were elected to office. Dr. Miller was named 
vice-president, and Cecil Tose, curator, Department of Exhibits, was re-elected 
treasurer. George W. Bunton, curator, Department of Astronomy, is the new 
chairman of the Planetarium Section, American Association of Museums. He will 
attend a national meeting of the organization next spring in Washington, D. C. 


Exuisir Wins Awarp At PurRDUE 


Davin I. Gitsert, who was one of the two top award winners at the Science Fair, 
won third place at the National Science Fair held recently at Purdue University. 
David, who has just been graduated from George Washington High School, 
won with an exhibit on the measurement of transpiration in plants. 

He shared top honors here at the Academy with Jeneal C. Zlokovich from 
St. Rose Academy. The two were sent to the National Fair by the San Francisco 
News. 
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